
Recommendations 
of Finnish 
companies for 
future EU policy

EK business survey result
Oct 2, 2024



What are the main ways the EU
could improve Europe’s competitiveness?
Select up to 3 options
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Opening up new export markets worldwide and concluding trade agreements.

Leadership in green transition and access to affordable clean energy.

Responding with EU actions to investment subsidies granted by non-EU countries.

Increasing funding for research, development and innovation in the EU budget.

Harnessing digitalisation, AI and other new technologies.

Developing the EU’s Single Market and facilitating trade between EU countries.

Restoring public finances in the Member States.

Investing in skills and labour supply.

Pro-business regulation and reduction of companies’ reporting obligations.
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What investment incentives are needed 
to help the EU attract investments?
Select up to 3 options

27,0 %

32,9 %

33,3 %

33,8 %

34,8 %

50,1 %

65,0 %

0,0 % 20,0 % 40,0 % 60,0 % 80,0 %

Better access to private finance, better movement of capital within Europe.

Increasing of EU-level investment subsidies, as an alternative to state aid granted

by EU countries.

Making the recruitment and employment of talents easier.

Supporting of infrastructure that serves investment (transport routes, energy,

digital connections).

Strengthening of political stability and upholding the rule of law.

More predictable EU legislation.

Streamlined permit and other administrative processes.
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Do you agree or disagree with the following 
statements?
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The green transition is achievable while strengthening the EU’s economic 

growth and global competitiveness at the same time.

In the increasingly tense global situation, Finland needs a stronger EU.

The EU must seize the potential for growth by avoiding overly detailed

regulation.

We must get rid of harmful dependencies on China, even if this increases

costs.

EU funding must take into account Finland's challenging position as 

Russia’s neighbour.

Finland should influence the drafting of EU legislation more actively and at

a sufficiently early stage.

The Nordic countries are Finland’s most important and natural partner in 

EU affairs.

It's important to ensure a sufficient number of Finns in EU posts in

Brussels.

Strongly disagree Disagree Neither agree or disagree Agree Strongly agree Don’t know
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About the survey

• Survey was conducted from 2 to 13 September in 2024

• 430 EK member companies responded

• Survey included companies of all sizes and across all business sectors represented by EK
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